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On-court hostility threatens Mel's place on the team Mel Jensen is new to the Titans basketball

team, but he knows he could be a vital part of the starting lineup-if only two other players would give

him a chance to show his stuff. But Caskie and Stoney seem bent on ignoring him, and Mel knows

it's because he's black. Should Mel fight fire with fire, or should he try to get along, if only for the

sake of the team?
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Just imagine if you were a new kid in school and the new kid on the basketball team. You were also

the kid who had a different skin color than anyone else on the team and almost everyone on the

team hated you. This is how an African American teen named Mel Jensen felt. You will learn more

about Mel Jensen and how he overcame this situation in this story The Basket Counts, by Matt

Christopher. In this story, Mel Jensen goes to high school at Hillcrest High School where he is on

the basketball team and he is really good. He knows that he could be a very good player on the

team. Their point guard on his team never passes him the ball. His name is Caskie and he doesn't

like black people. When they had a game, they are going against their rival school team. It is Spring



Lake High School. All of his teammates are pumped except for him. He doesn't feel that excited

because he knows that his teammates won't pass him the ball even if he was open. When the game

starts, he is playing in the forward position and he is lined up at the right wing. Everyone see's Mel

open all the time but it's just that Caskie doesn't like passing the ball to him. After the first quarter,

the score is 9-7 in favor of Spring Lake. Mel wants to sit the whole second quarter and he does.

When it is half time, the score is 25-18 in favor of Spring Lake High School. Mel is ready and he

wanted to go back in. When the third quarter starts, he starts playing his hardest. He only scored 5

points and that's all he had. They ended up losing 30-25. The next week, it is the game before their

winter break and he couldn't play because he is sick.
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